


SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE 76th AGM
HELD AT 4 PM ON WEDNESDAY 29th OCTOBER 2025 IN THE SOVEREIGN SUITE, THE CROUD MEADOW, OTELEY ROAD, SHREWSBURY.

	AGM25/2001
	PRESIDENT’S WELCOME
The President welcomed everyone to the 76th Annual General Meeting of the Association.

The meeting was confirmed as quorate with the attendance of nearly 30 members, over the 10% of members as required by SALC’s constitution. The attendance list is attached to the signed minutes.

	
	

	AGM25/2002
	APOLOGIES
List of apologies attached to the signed minutes.
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AGM25/2015

	
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none.

ELECTION OF HONORARY OFFICERS

President
[bookmark: _Hlk86157732]The Chairman took this item, and it was proposed by Cllr S Stacey that Katrina Baker MBE be re-elected President, seconded by Cllr Abbiss.  There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED:  That Katrina Baker, MBE be re-elected President of the Shropshire Association of Local Councils.

The President thanked everyone for their continued support and for her re-election. 

Vice Presidents
The President reported that Rosemary Abbiss, Claire Cracket MBE DL, Karen Roper and Roy Williams had all indicated their willingness to stand again. There was also a vacancy for a fifth Vice President. The President reported a nomination had been received for Dianne Dorrell, SALC’s former County Secretary.  There being no other nominations, the President proposed that all five be appointed as Vice Presidents of the Association for 2025/26. This was seconded by Cllr L Hughes.

RESOLVED:  That Rosemary Abbiss, Claire Crackett MBE DL, Karen Roper, Roy Williams and Dianne Dorrell be appointed Vice Presidents of the Shropshire Association of Local Councils.

MINUTES OF THE 2024 AGM
A copy of the minutes had been circulated.

Proposed by Cllr R Abbiss, seconded by Cllr L Hughes that the minutes be agreed.

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the 2024 AGM held on 30th October 2024 be agreed and signed by the President as a correct record.


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

Long Standing Clerks
The President reported, no nominations had been received this year.

President’s Award
The President referred to the outstanding work Councils undertook to achieve something special for their communities. The President’s Award is designed to celebrate that work and recognise those who had accomplished a significant improvement in their local community. The President announced that the award for 2025 went to Broseley Town Council for their significant improvements for the local community over the past three years which reflected the Council’s ongoing commitment to delivering practical, community driven services and a deep care for the town and its residents.

To present the award, the President invited the Lord Lieutenant, Anna Turner, JP who spoke of the excellent work which councils provided in their local communities. Parishes were at the heart of their communities, and their role was often not as appreciated as it ought to be. She thanked everyone for all they achieved and their dedication which was important to so many people and much to be proud of.  

The Lord Lieutenant also thanked the Association for its support of the Lieutenancy in Shropshire and valued the relationship it enjoyed with SALC.

As a thank you for her support, the President presented a bouquet of flowers to the Lord Lieutenant.

Retirement of former County Secretary Dianne Dorrell
The President referred to Dianne Dorrell who had left the Association on 30th September. It had been hoped to make a presentation to Dianne on behalf of the Association to thank her for her outstanding dedication, service and commitment to SALC over her 14 years with the Association. Unfortunately, Dianne was unwell and unable to attend. The Association placed on record its thanks and appreciation to Dianne for her service and wished her well in the future. Arrangements would be made to visit Dianne and present her gifts and farewell card.

The President placed on record her thanks to the Deputy Chief Officer / RFO and the Chief Officer for their work and support for the Association. Each was presented with a gift in appreciation of their work.


PRESENTATION BY CCLA & UNITY TRUST
The President welcomed Lee Jagger and Sarah Johnson from CCLA & Unity Trust Bank respectively who gave a presentation on the work of their organisations with local councils and took questions from members.

PRESENTATION BY CLOUDY IT 
The President welcomed Steve Walker from Cloudy IT and invited him to give a presentation on AI – friend or foe? – the future for parish councils. In outlining the challenges and opportunities afforded by AI for parish and town councils, he invited members to visit his stand for a practical demonstration of what AI could offer. Steve also took questions from members.

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR FOR 2026/27
The President reported that Shropshire Council had kindly offered to continue their services as auditor.  She placed on record her thanks and appreciation to Shropshire Council for conducting the audit once again.

It was proposed by Cllr Ray Wickson and seconded by Cllr S Reynolds.
.
RESOLVED:  That Shropshire Council continue as Auditors to the Association.

ANNUAL REPORT AND AUDITED ACCOUNTS 
The Chairman, Cllr R Wickson presented the report and accounts for 2024/25, which had been circulated.

Proposed by Cllr R Abbiss, seconded by Cllr S Stacey. 

RESOLVED:  That the Annual Report and Audited Accounts for 2024-2025 be received and adopted. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEE 
The President invited the Chairman, Cllr Wickson, to present the Executive’s recommendation for 2026-27.  

Proposed by Cllr S Pledger, seconded by Cllr C Crackett, MBE, DL.

RESOLVED:  That the Affiliation Fee be approved for 2026/27 as follows:

· Up to 3500 electors 53.5p per elector
· Over 3501 electors, 4.5p per additional elector
· Administration Fee:
         Up to 1000 electors, £70 
         Over 1000 electors, £80 

NOTE: This does not include NALC fee of 8.6 pence per elector, with a cap of £2,216 for larger councils.


MOTIONS FOR DEBATE
The President reported that no valid motions had been received, other submissions would be referred to the Executive’s Annual Meeting on 25 November 2025.

GUEST SPEAKER: EMMA BACKHOUSE, CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER LINGEN DAVIES
The President welcomed Emma Backhouse, Chief Operating Officer, of the Shropshire Charity, Lingen Davies. Emma gave a presentation on the great work supported by the cancer charity here in Shropshire and details of the £5 million Sunflower Appeal launched in June to grow cancer care across our region. This will be done through the creation of a Lingen Davies Chemotherapy Centre in Telford’s Princess Royal Hospital, which will be up and running by 2029.

Combined with the existing chemotherapy services in the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, this development will double capacity across our region, meaning patients can access the treatment they need, where they need, quicker.

The President thanked Emma for her presentation and encouraged members to support the appeal in any way they could.
  
The President asked each of the exhibitors to address the AGM to outline the role of their organisation and their work / services offered. The President expressed thanks for their support of the AGM and encouraged attendees to visit their stands.

In recognition of her work and commitment to the Association, the Lord Lieutenant presented the President with a bouquet of flowers.

PRESIDENT’S CLOSING REMARKS
The President thanked everyone for attending adding that there was much to be proud of in Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and communities needed to be aware of the good work that was undertaken on their behalf.

She thanked the exhibitors, organisations, and companies for their support, both throughout the year and for their sponsorship of the AGM.  She went on to thank the Chairman, Vice Chairmen, Vice Presidents and Members of the Executive, for their time and commitment.  

In closing, she thanked everyone for attending, inviting them to visit the exhibitors and enjoy the refreshments offered, wishing all a safe journey home.




President: …………………………………………    Date: ……………………………. 

The AGM ended at 5.40 pm
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