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BIG Picture
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At UN Nature Summit COP15, through the Kunming Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)  - December 2022

190 Countries agreed to 4 Goals & 23 global targets, including: 

• A global commitment to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 
2030.

• 30% of global land and 30% of global ocean to be protected by 
2030.

• 30% of degraded ecosystems to be under restoration by 2030. 

• A commitment to end human induced-species extinctions of 
known threatened species by 2030 and restore genetic diversity. 

Global protection;  1/3  land, freshwater and marine habitat by 2050



BIG Picture continued
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“Economics is a discipline that shapes decisions of the 
utmost consequence, and so matters to us all. The 
Dasgupta Review at last puts biodiversity at its core 
and provides the compass that we urgently need. In 
doing so, it shows us how, by bringing economics and 
ecology together, we can help save the natural world 
at what may be the last minute – and in doing so, save 
ourselves.”

Sir David Attenborough

February 2021
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Five years ago, the 25 Year Environment Plan (25YEP)
 set out a vision for a quarter-of-a century of action
 to help the natural world regain and retain good health. 
&
Refresh the plan every five years, 
a commitment set into law in the Environment Act 2021. 



The 2023 State of Nature report 

Shows that the abundance of species studied in 
the UK has declined by 19 per cent on average 
since records began in 1970. 

But while the most important natural habitats are 
in poor condition, work to protect landscapes has 
clear benefits for nature, people and climate.

(7 Feb 2023)





The Open Spaces Act of 1906
Gave local authorities the power to acquire, 
maintain, and regulate open spaces and 
burial grounds.

The act also defined open spaces and 
established statutory trusts for land acquired 
for public recreation:



How do you do it

Identify in your area three things

1 who is interested ?

2 where can they do it?

3 is there money involved?



Identify an area
• Could be Parish Council owned

• Privately owned, In Trust or a Common

• Waste ground area or triangles of land adjacent to road junctions - 
Local Authority ie. Highway’s Dept.

• Neglected land on estates – Housing Associations

• Don’t be afraid to ask  

• and don’t worry about rejection  - move on
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Work with what you have got
It doesn’t have to be perfect 

 Don’t let imperfection stop you doing stuff
Have a rough plan

Get permission - if needed 
Create a group / constitution (money)

Revisit plans and tweak them
Just do it





Legal Powers and Duties



Legal Powers and Duties

POWER = Something a Town or Parish Council has a legal power to do so if it chooses.

 Duty     =  Something a Town or Parish Council has a Legal Requirement to do so.



The Open Spaces Act of 1906
Gave local authorities the power to acquire, 
maintain, and regulate open spaces and 
burial grounds.

The act also defined open spaces and 
established statutory trusts for land acquired 
for public recreation:
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Influencing areas 
within a Town &
Parish Council
Neighbourhood 
or Parish Plan

Local Green spaces

Support of the LNRS

Support of local groups



What does my contribution do?

• Sustains and improves the biodiversity in our county and adds to the   
   other global projects to protect nature.

• Empowers our volunteers, organizations, and groups who share this
   passion and helps spreads the knowledge.

• Advances our ambition of creating nature safe havens throughout    

   the county by fostering stewards and custodians of those spaces.
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