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Where are we?

A Largest concentration of priority
habitats in West Midlands

A Unique mix of southern &
northern vegetation types
frontier of climate change

A Only site of upland in England
between South West (Exmoor &
Dartmoor) and North (Staffs
Moors & Peak District

A Nationally significant
concentration of flush and
springfed wetlands

A Sources: Natural England, Natural Resources
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solution?

Landscape corridor

Restoration area

More, bigger,
better, joined

Stepping stones

Linear corridor

National ENGLAND
Trust



Data help us plan and
evidence
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Stepping Stones area
Hedgerow mapping
[ Stepping stones boundary
—— Intact hedges - aerial

- Gappy hedges - aerial
— Defunct hedges - aerial

Scale (at Ad): 1:100,000
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Local community Nature conservation
Local farmers UOFG  groups & volunteers




Species Action

Plans

SNIPE
SMALL PEARBORDERED FRITILLARY
WILLOW TIT
OTTER
DORMOUSE
59+L[ Qf .
COWBERRY
MOUNTAIN PANSY
UPLAND DRAGONFLIES
BILBERRY BUMBLEBEE
TREE PIPIT
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Common name: Devil’s-bit Scabious

Scientific name: Succisa pratensis
Conservation status: Not protected. Local. Declining.

Habitat: Devil's-bit scabious is found in a variety of damp or moist
habitats, including meadows and marshes, damp pastures, marshy
hollows within fields, wet flushes, valley mires and areas of grassy
moorland. It frequently occurs on peaty or clay soils with impeded
drainage and a high water table, but also occurs on soils ranging
from strongly calcareous to mildly acidic. It does not tolerate
heavy shading, preferring full sun or partial shade, but is tolerant of
livestock grazing. Devil's-bit scabious is a good indicator of
unimproved grassland and can often be found amongst herb-rich
grassland communities with low soil nitrogen levels. It is not
limited by altitude, being found in areas of suitable habitat high up
on the Long Mynd, Stiperstones and Clee Hills.

Identification: Devil's-bit scabious has flattened, rounded flower
heads that range in colour from mauve to dark purplish-blue. It
differs from small scabious and field scabious in that its leaves are
undivided, only lightly hairy, and are long and oval. On field
scabious, all leaves are roughly hairy and while basal leaves tend
also to be oval, they are toothed along the edges, whilst leaves
occurring on the flower stem are deeply lobed.

County distribution: Locally frequent, especially in the uplands of
Shropshire, Devil's-bit scabious is rare or absent from arable areas
in the north-east of the county.
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Devil’s-bit Scabious
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Aims of SAPs

I Raise awareness and create momentum
around these species locally

{ Gather together key info for these species
which can act as a baseline

{1 Outline activities and actions which can
shape projects and/or be lifted straight
Into funding bids (example of where this
has already happenegdSRP)



