
Churchyards and Cemeteries:
Where nature recovery starts



ΨL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘSaxon phrase, 
whichcallsthe burial groundDƻŘΩǎ !ŎǊŜΩHenry WadsworthLongfellow



     

Ancient Yews  at least 800 years, no known upper limit

Veteran Yews 500 to 1200  years 

Notable Yews 300 to 700 years 



Ancient Yew Group website



Redwing and Hawfinch



Ancient 
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Protected land and species

In England 4,921 
burial grounds 
within 1km of a 
SSSI and 9,462 
within 2km

In England and 
Wales 2,927 
species that are on 
the Red Data List 
have been found in 
burial grounds







Start your recovery where nature is 
still present, make small changes



Welcoming More Wildlife

ÅCreate a meadow

ÅLook after your veteran 

   trees

ÅGive wildlife a home 

ÅBe a little untidy

ÅPlant for pollinators



Create a meadow
ÅIn a sunny area currently short mown

ÅStart small

ÅLeave uncut for 3 to 4 months ς no longer



Look after your veteran trees

ÅClear saplings

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
under the canopy

ÅClear ivy from yews



Give wildlife a home and be untidy
ÅBird and bat boxes

ÅBug hotels, hedgehog 
homes

ÅCompost heaps

ÅDeadwood and stone piles

ÅRough corners



Plant for pollinators

ÅUse wildflowers and 
herbs for decorative 
planting such as 
±ƛǇŜǊΩǎ .ǳƎƭƻǎǎ

ÅEarly and late season 
flowers for 
bumblebees

ÅSimple flower shapes 
for insects to enter



Welcoming People Too!

ÅMake a plan

ÅShort grass in key areas

ÅLet people know 

ÅRun an event

ÅRecord what you see





Short grass in key areas
ÅBy the church and entrances

ÅA strip against path edges

ÅRegularly visited graves

ÅWar graves and memorials

ÅMeandering paths through meadow area


