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Martyn’s Law – Safer Spaces Start Here
An interactive conference for Parish & Town Council Councillors and Clerks, Village & Community Hall Management Committee Members and any Charity Trustee involved in managing public buildings or events
Audience: Parish & Town Council Clerks & Councillors and Village Hall Managers
Date: Tuesday 2nd June 2026
Duration: Full Day (approx. 9:00am – 3:45pm)

9.00 – 9.30 Refreshments
9.35 - 9.45 | Welcome & Opening Remarks
Figen Murray & Chris Mellings, Chief Officer of Shropshire Association of Local Councils welcome everyone to the conference and provide an overview of the day and importance of preparedness.
9.45 – 10.15 | Session 1: Understanding Martyn’s Law
Focus: Legislative scope and requirements
Helen Ball (Town Clerk – Shrewsbury Town Council) – shall give an overview of the legislation including:
· Background (including Manchester Arena bombing)
· Who is in scope (standard vs enhanced tier)
· Legal duties for councils managing public spaces and events
· Implementation timeline

10.45 - 11.15 | Session 2 Role of the Security Industry Authority
Focus: Understanding the Role of the Regulator
A representative of the Security Industry Authority – shall give an insight into their role as regulator including:
· The Regulator’s Role
· The S12 Guidance and current consultation 

11:15 – 11.30| Break


11:30 – 13.00 | Session 3: Risk & Vulnerability Assessments
Focus: Practical tools and approaches
Kevin Roberts (SL Consultants) – shall look more deeply at the s27 Guidance and look at practical steps:
·  Identifying threats
· Identifying existing controls – what are in place
· Identifying vulnerabilities
· Identifying consequences – what harm or loss could be caused
· Conducting proportionate risk assessments
· Determining Appropriate Controls

13.00 – 13:30 | Lunch & Networking

13:30 – 14:30 | Session 4: Putting Martyn’s Law into Practice
Focus: Real-world application – putting the Guidance into practice
Helen Ball & Kevin Roberts will go through various scenarios to test everything that has been learnt so far, using a fictitious town:
· Developing a Risk Assessment & Action Plan for various premises and events that are run by a Council.

14:30 – 15:00 | Q & A Panel
Speakers from today will take part in a question and answer session to help with those scenarios that haven’t quite been answered in the earlier sessions.  They will also give their Top Tips for. 

15:00 – 15:30 | The Local Authority Perspective
Rachel Robinson, Director of Public Health and Chair of the Protect & Prepare Board shall look at the Local Authority Role in protecting the county from terrorism and supporting the community including Parish & Town Councils in becoming more resilient.

15:30 – 15:45 | Closing Remarks & Next Steps
Helen Ball shall round up the Conference with reflections from the day and what are the next steps on the journey of protecting the public.
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